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Report To: CARBON REDUCTION PANEL 

Date: 17 January 2013 

Reporting Officer: Carl Baron - Head of Countryside 

Subject: MANAGEMENT OF TAMESIDE’S WOODLANDS 

Report Summary: The purpose of the this report is to inform members of the 
Carbon Reduction Panel of the important contribution that the 
Borough’s woodlands make to the reduction of carbon dioxide 
in the environment.  It also provides a summary of how the 
Council manages its woodlands in a sustainable way, for the 
benefit of people and wildlife. 

Recommendations: That the report be noted 

Links to Community Strategy: To ensure that Tameside’s woodlands are being managed 
sustainably and that the community have access to attractive, 
environmentally friendly and diverse woodlands, rich in wildlife 
value. 

Policy Implications: The work being undertaken is in accordance with Council 
policy priorities. 

Financial Implications: 

(Authorised by the Borough 

Treasurer) 

Funding is met within the existing Countryside Service budget. 

Legal Implications: 

(Authorised by the Borough 

Solicitor) 

This report is for information only but indicates one way how 
the Council can meet the aims of the Sustainable Community 
Strategy.  Where grants are accepted it is important to 
consider the conditions so as to ensure that the Council can 
meet the obligations attached to the funding, particularly if 
those obligations include a continuing requirement to maintain 
land or allow safe public access. 

Risk Management: The management of Tameside’s woodlands will be kept under 
review in order to ensure any potential risks are dealt with 
adequately. 

Access to Information: Any background papers or further information can be obtained 
from the report author, Carl Baron, Head of Countryside who 
can be contacted on: 

Telephone: 0161 342 2320 

e-mail: carl.baron@tameside.gov.uk 

 
  



1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 The purpose of the this report is to inform members of the Carbon Reduction Panel of the 

important contribution that the Borough’s woodlands make to the reduction of carbon 
dioxide in the environment. It also provides a summary of how the Council manages its 
woodlands in a sustainable way, for the benefit of people and wildlife. 

 
 
2. THE IMPORTANCE OF WOODLAND IN THE REDUCTION OF CARBON 

2.1 Trees and woodlands play a crucial role in regulating our climate.  They remove carbon 
dioxide from the atmosphere storing it as carbon through the process of photosynthesis. 
Photosynthesis is the biochemical process which happens in the leaves of all green plants. 
During this process, sunlight, carbon dioxide (CO2) and water are ‘captured’ by the green 
plants and converted into glucose (sugar) and oxygen (O2).  The plants store the carbon 
from CO2 gas and use it to make solid material such as wood.  Because they are such 
large organisms, trees are capable of absorbing and storing large amounts of carbon 
through this process.  The carbon is held in the trunk, branches, leaves and roots of each 
tree and even in the woodland soil.  It is the natural process of photosynthesis that is 
responsible for helping to regulate the amount of CO2 we have in our atmosphere as green 
plants all over the world help to absorb carbon. 

 
2.2 The burning of fossil fuels releases over 20 billion tonnes of CO2 into the atmosphere each 

year but the planet’s natural processes (including the absorption of CO2 by trees and 
forests) can only absorb around half of that amount.  This means there is an increase of 
CO2 going into the atmosphere of 10 billion tonnes a year. 

 
2.3 Carbon is held in the tree for its whole lifetime until its wood decays or dies. Even when a 

tree is chopped down the wood still holds onto the carbon.  Anything made of wood can 
store carbon for hundreds of years.  A single tree can hold up to 4 tonnes of carbon! 

 
 
3. WOODLANDS IN TAMESIDE 
 
3.1 Tameside’s last Trees and Woodland Strategy identified over 350 woodland sites, covering 

around 440 hectares in the Borough.  This includes significant areas of Ancient Woodland 
and woodland Local Nature Reserves such as Great Wood and Hurst Clough in Mottram 
and Broadbottom and riverside woodlands along the Tame, Medlock and Etherow Valleys.  

 
3.2 As well as the mature Park woodlands, primarily in Stamford, Cheetham’s, and Hyde, the 

remaining areas of woodland are primarily plantation woodlands, planted in the 1980’s and 
early 90’s, through the GM River Valley Schemes. 

 
 
4. APPROACH BEING TAKEN TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF TAMESIDE’S 

WOODLANDS 
 

 UK Woodland Assurance Standard  
 
4.1 The UK Woodland Assurance Standard (UKWAS) is an independent certification standard 

which sets out the requirements which woodland owners and managers and certification 
bodies can use to certify woodland management in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland (UK).  The certification standard is developed through an inclusive and 
transparent process which has involved a balanced representation of stakeholders from the 
UK forestry and environmental community.  The certification standard is designed to reflect 
the requirements set out in the governmental UK Forestry Standard and has been designed 



primarily for use in the certification of UK woodlands by independent certification bodies to 
demonstrate that a woodland is sustainably managed. 

 
4.2 Tameside currently has 18 of its main woodlands accredited under UKWAS for the quality 

of management, including Daisy Nook Country Park in Ashton, Great Wood in Broadbottom 
and Roaches Woodland in Mossley. 

 
4.3 There is the potential in Tameside to increase the number of woodlands which are UKWAS 

accredited, and in 2013/14 it is intended to investigate extending the Standard to include 
the Dingle in Stamford Park, Pole Bank Woodland in Hyde and Silver Springs in Ashton. 

 
 Forestry Commission Funding  
 
4.2 With UKWAS accreditation comes the opportunity to access Forestry Commission funding, 

primarily through its Woodland Improvement and Woodland Management Grants.  The 
Council, through its Countryside Service, are currently in Year 2 of a 4 year programme of 
grant aid, totalling just over £300,000.  This is being used to fund access improvements 
such as path resurfacing and new signage, opportunities to learn more about woodland 
sites through interpretation panels and walks leaflets and for projects to improve the quality 
of the woodland environment through thinning and restructuring works.  If funding remains 
available there will be the opportunity to apply for further grants as new sites are included 
within the programme. 

 
 Ongoing Woodland Management 
 
4.3 Numerous studies confirm that actively managed sustainable woodlands absorb more 

carbon more quickly and efficiently than unmanaged woodlands.  
 
4.4 Good woodland management is not just about carbon storage. It needs to consider several 

other reasons such as: 
 

 to ensure woodland sustainability; 
 public recreation, health and well-being; 
 flood mitigation and soil conservation; 
 to encourage our native animals, birds and insects; 
 for the long term survival of the trees;  
 to achieve a variation in tree age; and  
 to encourage the establishment of a good woodland structure. 

4.5 If woodland is managed with all these considerations in mind then it is sustainably 
managed woodland, ensuring their vitality and health now and in the future. 
 

4.6 The Countryside Service implement an annual woodland management programme, 
assisted by countryside volunteers and members of the public.  There are 39 woodland 
sites currently included within the management programme and management objectives for 
each of the woodlands and plantations vary, being led by the needs of local residents, 
environmental factors and conservation best practice.  

 
  


